
 

What is The Saturday Music Project? 
  

The Saturday Music Project (SMP) is Turtle Bay Music School’s 

highly-competitive four-year music education program offered to 

motivated and dedicated students (beginning in grades 3 through 5) 

from across the five boroughs, who otherwise have little or no access to 

music education.  Each student accepted into the SMP program is 

awarded a full-tuition scholarship for 30 weeks of small group 

instruction on their primary instrument (cello, clarinet, flute, 

saxophone or violin), as well as a rotating schedule of courses in our 

Core Curriculum, designed to foster musicianship and give students a 

well-rounded understanding of music-making as an art form.    
 

Highlights of the Core Curriculum include Keyboard Skills, Music Theory, Sight Singing and Conducting where 

students develop a strong musical background.  They are then able to make use of this knowledge in a rewarding 

and creative way with classes in Composition and Music Technology.  

Students not only create music, but also learn to record and then share 

their compositions with their peers. To round out the program, students 

also study Orff-based Percussion and Creative Movement, where they 

learn to experience and express music through physical movement. 
 

Unique to the SMP program is our weekly series of workshops for parents 

and families, which educate all members of the student’s family on the 

basics of each SMP instrument.  Parents learn the skills necessary to assist 

their child with music-making in their home, encouraging students to 

practice and share.   
 

In their third and fourth years, SMP Core Curriculum also includes the opportunity to participate in the Turtle 

Bay Music School Orchestra or Jazz Ensemble.  This experience builds on the ensemble skills students develop in 

the first two years of the program and helps them to understand the 

role of teamwork in completing a complex goal. 
 

After successfully completing the four-year program, alumni are 

invited to continue their participation in Orchestra or Jazz Ensemble.  

This allows students to continue building on skills they have acquired 

in SMP, while providing them with a way to keep music in their lives 

well into their future. 
 

 

 

For more information on the Saturday Music Project, please contact  

Katie Mazzari, Director of School & Community Programs: 212.753.8811 x21 / katie@tbms.org.   

To view program materials, please visit our website: http://www.tbms.org 
 

Turtle Bay Music School – 244 East 52nd Street, New York, NY 10022 – (p) 212.753.8811 – (f) 212.752.6228 



 

What Will My Child Learn in the  
Saturday Music Project? 

 
 

Level I (Year 1 and 2) 
 

 Beginning knowledge of chosen instrument (cello, clarinet, 

flute, saxophone, violin), with proficiency to begin a pre-

orchestral program 

 Basic Keyboard Skills 

 Note-Reading Ability 

 Understanding of Music Technology, including use of 

Garage Band and Logic Express 
o Ability to compose and record original music in 

both programs, with both live instruments and digital effects 

 Knowledge of tuned-percussion instruments 

 Understanding of general music history 

 Ability to begin composing on instruments other than 

student’s primary instrument 

 Introductory conducting skills 

 Introductory yoga and movement skills, with a greater 

understanding of body placement and its impact on music-

making 

 Basic vocal technique and sight singing 
 

 

Level II (Year 3 and 4) 
 

 Intermediate knowledge of chosen instrument 

 Proficiency required to audition for NYC 

Performing Arts High Schools and High School 

level Orchestras or Jazz Ensembles 

 Proficiency to continue as a full member of the 

Turtle Bay Music School Orchestra and/or Jazz 

Ensemble 

 Discipline 

 Ensemble Skills and Teamwork 

 Greater appreciation for music, with the 

foundation to become a “lifelong listener”  



 

THE SATURDAY MUSIC PROJECT 
FACT SHEET 

  

What is The Saturday Music Project?  
  

The Saturday Music Project (SMP) is a highly-competitive four-year music education program 

offered to motivated and dedicated students (beginning in grades 3 through 5) from across the 

five boroughs, who otherwise have little or no access to music education.  Each student accepted 

into the SMP program is awarded a full-tuition scholarship, and each participating musician 

receives the following each year:  

 

● 30 weeks of small group instruction in a primary instrument (cello, clarinet, flute, 

saxophone or violin)  

● A rotating schedule of courses in our “Core Curriculum”, designed to foster musicianship 

and give students a well-rounded understanding of music-making as an art form.  

● Parents and families of First and Second year students are also required to attend a weekly 

series of workshops, educating them on the basics of each SMP instrument.  

Parents/guardians will also learn the skills necessary to assist their child with music-making 

in their home. 

● In their Third and Fourth years, SMP Core Curriculum also includes participation in the 

Turtle Bay Music School Orchestra, as well as in small ensembles. 

  

When/Where will it take place?  
  

The program requires a four-year commitment and runs every Saturday for 30 weeks each year 

from September to June.   

  

Classes are held from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm for first year students, 12:30pm - 2:30pm for second 

year students, and from 2:30 - 4:30 for third and fourth year students.  All classes are held at 

Turtle Bay Music School, located at 244 East 52nd Street in Manhattan (between 2nd and 3rd 

Avenues).   

  

Parent workshops are held for First and Second year parents during their student’s lesson times 

each Saturday.   

  

 

 



Who can take part?  
  

 NYC students may apply to the program in 3rd - 5th grade.  This program is intended for 

students who cannot otherwise afford music lessons.  This program is for beginners, and not 

appropriate for students already at an advanced level on their chosen instrument.  

  

What are the costs?  
 

 Non-refundable $50 application fee.  

 Instrument rental fee (typically $150 - $250 per school year), to be arranged directly with a 

recommended instrument rental company.  Turtle Bay Music School does not rent 

instruments to students.   

 All students who pass the rigorous application process receive a full-tuition scholarship. 

For the four year program, this scholarship is valued at $12,000.   

  

How can I apply?  
  

Space is VERY limited and the application process is extremely competitive.  Completed 

applications are due by May 15, 2011, with no exceptions.  Follow-up family interviews for those 

being considered for the program will take place beginning at the end of May through June 2011.    

  

Final decisions will be made by July 1, 2011 and all accepted applicants will be notified by mail.  

Families must confirm their intent to accept their scholarship by July 15th.  Mandatory contract 

signing appointments will be scheduled to take place in early September.  At the time of contract 

signing, students will be given information on renting instruments.  All students are required to 

have an instrument in order to attend the first class in late September. 

  

Application Requirements: 

Please note that all application materials should be submitted in English. 

1. Completed Application with $50 non-refundable application fee by May 15, 2011,  

including essays by both student applicant and parent/guardian.  

2. Financial documentation  (W-2’s, Tax Forms, Pay Stubs, Bank Statements, a Letter from 

your Employer stating your monthly income, or a written explanation of your family’s 

financial situation are all acceptable documentation). 

3. One Teacher Recommendation 

4. One Personal Recommendation (other than parent or guardian, English-only please) 

5. Families being considered for the program must also attend a follow-up family interview.  

The application process is extremely competitive. 

For questions or to receive an application, please contact Katie Mazzari,  

Director of School & Community Programs (katie@tbms.org or / 212-753-8811 x21) 



 

  

The Saturday Music Project 
at Turtle Bay Music School 

 

Class of 2015 Application 
DEADLINE: May 15, 2011, without exception 

  

Eligibility Requirements: 
The Saturday Music Project is open to NYC students in 3rd - 5th grade.   

This program is intended for students who cannot otherwise afford music lessons.   

SMP is a program for beginners, and not appropriate for students already at an advanced level on 

their chosen instrument. 

 

Application Timeline: 
May 15, 2011: Application Deadline 

May - June 2011: Family Interviews 

July 1, 2011: Announcement of SMP Class of 2015 by mail 

July 15, 2011: Deadline to accept SMP student scholarship 

September 2011: Mandatory contract signing appointments 

  

Application Requirements: 
Please note that all application materials should be submitted in English. 

1. Completed application with parent and student short essays 

2. Non-refundable $50 application fee   

3. One teacher recommendation 

4. One personal recommendation (other than parent/guardian) 

5. Proof of Income (see page 2 for acceptable documents)  

6. Follow-up Parent/Child Interview if scheduled  

  

Please mail/drop off completed application to: 

(Checks can be made to “Turtle Bay Music School”) 

 

Turtle Bay Music School 

Attn: Saturday Music Project 

244 E. 52nd Street NY, NY 10022 



 

  

 The Saturday Music Project 
at Turtle Bay Music School 

 

Class of 2015 Application 
DEADLINE: May 15, 2011, without exception 

 

   

STUDENT INFORMATION  
 
Applicant (Student )Name: _____________________________________________________________________  
 
Street ________________________________________________________________ Apt. No. ___________________  
  
City_____________________________________________   State___________   Zip Code____________________  
  
Home Phone: _______________________  
  

Grade (as of September 2011):  _________________   Date of Birth:  _________________________  

  
Name of School________________________________________________________________  
  
 ********************************************************************************************* 
  
PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION  
  
Mother/Guardian Name___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone:  ____________________________  
 
Email Address*: ___________________________________________________________________ 
*at least one VALID and REGULARLY-CHECKED email address is REQUIRED per family. 
Parents/Guardians will be sent weekly email updates regarding the program. 
 
Employer ___________________________________ Position ___________________________  



  
PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION Cont.  
 
Work Phone: ______________________________ Cell Phone: ___________________________________________  
  
Father/Guardian Name: ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
Home Phone __________________________________  
 
Email Address*: ___________________________________________________________________ 
*at least one VALID and REGULARLY-CHECKED email address is REQUIRED per family. 
Parents/Guardians will be sent weekly email updates regarding the program. 
 
Employer ______________________________________ Position ________________________  
  
Work Phone ____________________________ Cell Phone______________________________  
  
 
INSTRUMENT PREFERENCE  
  
(Note: While preferences will be considered, we cannot guarantee your placement in 

any instrument choice.  Students will be placed in an instrument group at the 
discretion of the Program Staff.) 

  
Please Number in order of preference (1st through 5th): 
  
_______Cello  
_______Clarinet  
_______Flute  
_______Saxophone  
_______Violin  
 
How did you hear about this program? ________________________________________________  
  
MUSICAL EXPERIENCE  
  
Does your school offer instrumental instruction? (Please circle) YES / NO  
  
 
 



 
 
Have you ever taken music classes before? (Please circle) YES / NO   
If yes, how long, and what did you study?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
   
FINANCIAL INFORMATION  
  
Mother/Guardian’s yearly income: $ ____________________________________________________________  
  
Father/Guardian’s yearly income: $______________________________________________________________  
  
PLEASE PROVIDE PROOF OF FAMILY INCOME FOR VERIFICATION  
  
Attach a copy of one of the following:  

1. Your most recent 1040 Federal Income Tax Form(s) OR   
2. W2s OR   
3. Pay-stub from recent paychecks OR   
4. A letter from your employer stating your monthly income OR   
5. If you are unable to provide any of the above, Please include a letter of 

Explanation. 
 
 Please respond:  
  
Is the applicant eligible for free/reduced school lunch? (Please circle) YES / NO  
Monthly rent: $ ___________  
Number of family members in your household ____________  
Do you receive food stamps? (Please circle) YES / NO  
Do you receive Social Security income (SSI)? (Please circle) YES / NO  
Do you receive Medicaid? (Please circle) YES / NO  
  
  
  
Note:  Turtle Bay Music School reserves the right to seek confirmation for the 
information above.    
  
 
 



 
If there are any other circumstances that affect your family’s income, please explain 
below.  All information will remain strictly confidential. If you have any questions  
regarding these matters, Please contact Katie (Katie@tbms.org / 212-753-8811 x21)  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   
  



 
APPLICANT NAME: _____________________________________________________  

 
 
STUDENT ESSAYS  
  
1. Why do you want to take music lessons?  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   
  
  
  
2. You will need to practice at least 20 minutes each day on your instrument. How 
will you fit this into your schedule?  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

(If you need more room, please write or type on a separate sheet of paper.  
PLEASE WRITE LEGIBLY.) 



APPLICANT NAME: ______________________________________________  
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN SHORT ANSWERS  (To be completed by parent/guardian)  

Please note that all responses should completed in English. 
 
1. Why do you want your child to take music lessons?  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
2. Your child will be expected to practice 20 minutes daily.  How will you ensure this 
happens each day?  
  
  
 
 
  
3. Attendance policies for this program are strictly enforced.  How will you ensure 
that your child arrives ON TIME each week? 
  
  
 
 
  
4. For First and Second Year Students, parents are required to attend weekly parent 
workshops.  Are you or another adult from your family able to attend each week?  
  
  
  
 
  

(If you need more room, you can write or type on a separate sheet of paper. 
PLEASE WRITE LEGIBLY.) 


